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4 March 2018, 2.20pm
Sergey Skripal (66) and his daughter, Yuilia Skirpal (33) 
visit The Mill public house in Salisbury before visiting 
a Zizzi restaurant in the Maltings shopping centre.
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4 March 2018, 4.15pm
Police receive a call from a member of the public after 
Mr Skripal, 66, and his daughter, 33, are found 
slumped on a bench near a Sainsbury's car park in 
Salisbury city centre.
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8 March 2018
It is confirmed that Detective Sergeant Nick Bailey is in a 
serious condition after being exposed to the nerve agent.

11 March 2018
Five Salisbury locations are identified as possible sources 
of the nerve agent.
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9 April 2018
Yulia Skripal was discharged from hospital and taken 
to a secure location.

18 May 2018
Sergei Skripal was discharged from the hospital.

Scientists believe the Novichok was smeared/sprayed 
on the front door handle of Sergei Skripal's home.
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30 June 2018
Charlie Rowley from Amesbury and his girlfriend 
Dawn Sturgess are taken to hospital. Police initially 
believed the pair had taken drugs from a 
contaminated batch. 

Amesbury is approximately eight miles from 
Salisbury. 
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4 July 2018
Charlie Rowley and Dawn Sturgess, are revealed to be 
in a critical condition after suspected exposure to an 
unknown substance in Amesbury, Wiltshire.

8 July 2018
Dawn Sturgess, a mother-of-three, dies after being 
exposed to novichok.
Charlie Rowley remains in a critical condition after he 
was too was exposed to the nerve agent.
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14 July 2018
Officers recover a small bottle from Charlie Rowley's 
home address that contains novichok.
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The perfume bottle was inside a cellophane-wrapped 
sealed box and appeared to be unused. 
"It had an oily substance and I smelt it and it didn't smell 
of perfume, it felt oily, so I washed it off really quick, but 
I didn't think anything of it.“
He offered the bottle to Dawn Sturgess, whom he had 
been dating for nearly two years, she recognized the 
bottle and product as a known brand and sprayed it on 
her wrists.
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Novichok poisoning by the numbers

1 death

5 hospitalized

7000+ samples analysed

12,800+ hours spent in PPE

28 shipping containers of contaminated waste collected

540m3 waste sent for incineration
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Operation Morlop – The Clean Up Operation

“To stop something spreading, you first need to know 
where it is. A substance that can’t be seen poses obvious 
challenges.”

Once a surface was identified as contaminated there 
were two choices: clean-up or disposal. The 
decontamination chemists balanced time, personnel 
safety and cost of clean-up against the same metrics for 
disposal.
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‘With a lot of these decontaminants, it’s as much to do 
with the process as the product. Some of them can be 
applied and left in place for a given time, while some 
need a lot of physical scrubbing.’
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Chemical decontamination was selected for 
Operation Morlop. Enzymes work best in ‘less-
aggressive decontamination formulations that can 
be used on sensitive equipment or complex 
surfaces, such as electronics’. ‘Most items of this 
type were sent for disposal.’
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Salisbury novichok emergency vehicles buried in 
landfill site. Secure burials pose ‘absolutely no risk 
to the public’ according to Defra
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Salisbury in Wiltshire was chosen by the Sunday Times 
Best Places To Live guide 2019, because it "remains a 
divinely attractive and welcoming place".
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2017 Kuala Lumpur Airport 

Kim Jong-nam attacked on 13 February 2017. Two women 
used a binary VX nerve agent. 
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Aluminium Phosphide in tablet form
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IED containing HME and Aluminum Phosphide 
tablets. On detonation, the heat reacts with the 
Aluminum Phosphide and produces Phosphine gas
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1. CRIMP – Chemical Risk & Mitigation Programme

2. LITMUS – Early IED Awareness

3. CHIEF - Chemical Post-Blast Investigations & Forensic 
recovery

4. WATCHMAKER – information-sharing and data 
collection at a regional & global level on bomb-makers 
and the devices they make
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4. CHARS - Chemical Analysis Recovery and Sampling 

5. CACHE - Command & Control in Hazardous 
Environments

7. CHASM - Chemical Awareness & Scene Management

8. CHASM TtT - Chemical Awareness & Scene 
Management Train the Trainer Project 

9. CHASE - Targeting the smuggling of chemical 
explosive precursors.

Other achievements include...
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INTERPOL Incident Response Team (IRT) Deployments of 
CMX staff to the Kenyan and Sri Lanka Suicide bombing 
attacks for explosive and crime scene assistance.

KENYA SRI LANKA
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Award winning film (Cannes & New York) – LITMUS

Interpol film shows how to recognise homemade explosives
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